MINUTES OF “D” DAY - INVASION OF FRANCE

(AS I SAW IT ABOARD THE U.S.S. HERNDON DD638)

June 5, 1944

One month ago today we left New York City.  Arrived in Belfast, Ireland on May 14, 1944.  Stayed for two days and then went to Plymouth, England, where we stayed ten days.  From there we went back to Belfast.  Saw more and more ships as each day passed.  Left Belfast June 3rd.  We were scheduled to land troops on the Northern coast of France, near Le Havre on the morning of June 5th, 0630.  However it was so rough it was postponed for 24 hours.  We are now sailing along the coast of England just to kill time.  We are just south of Portsmouth, England.  In about an hour we will swing south and start across the channel to the point in France where our task force is to land.  Our task force consists of three British cruisers, several U.S. destroyers, U.S.S. QUINCY, and U.S.S. TUSCALOOSA.  We also have several large and small landing craft.  This is to be the biggest invasion in history.  We are to get within 3,000 yards from the beach.

June 6, 1944

0300
Anchored off the coast of France.  A lot of allied bombers and 
fighters going overhead.  (We are at General Quarters)

0330
Underway.  (We are supposed to fire the first shot)

0342
Mine or something just dragged on ship.

0459
Tracking on target  #34.  Everyone topside can see France.

0519
Shells are hitting the water near us.

0533
Heavy anti-aircraft fire along the beach.  One of our ships was 
just sunk.

0540
English cruiser just fired the first shot for the allies.

0605
Shift to target #38.  A ship just opened up with rockets.  Some 
5,000 
of them just hit the beach.  We are now firing on targets 
#40 and #42.

0627
Three minutes until H hour.

0631
Check fire.  Other ships still firing all around us.  Still some 
guns on the beach firing back at us . . . looks like 5 or 6 inch to 
me.

0635
Estimate time our troops hit the beach.

0640
We are firing at target #94.  Target is in town of Grandcamp,
Les Bains.

0655
Rangers just got target we were standing by to fire on.  
Opposition against troops in some places.  The shore 
batteries have quieted down.  One of our “tin cans’ is really 
giving them hell.  We are still waiting for new target to fire on.  
The “Tin Can” that was firing at the shore batteries is getting 
plenty of opposition.  The U.S.S. CORY was just hit.  No report 
on damage yet.  The Germans are firing at us with everything 
they’ve got.  Shells getting to close for comfort.  We opened 
fire again.  Guns we are firing at appear to be silenced.  Target 
was #87.  We just hit an ammunition dump.  All that is left of it 
is black smoke.

0750
Report from bridge:  U.S.S CORY was sunk.  We commence 
firing at A.A. Battery.  Two “tin cans” were sent to pick up 
CORY survivors.  Target #5 coming up . . . nothing left of #5 
now.  The beach is covered with smoke.  Life raft just went by.  
Bombs hitting the water near us.

0840
Repair parties bring coffee and chow to us.  Everyone is tired 
from loss of sleep.  I haven’t had any sleep since two nights 
ago.  Everyone is in the best spirits but sorry about the U.S.S. 
CORY.  Our fire control party on the beach has moved inward.  
Spitfires strafing the beach.  Just got word of enemy aircraft.

0900
More A.A. fire from beach.  Just commenced fire on new 
target.  We just picked up a man in a life jacket.  He was a 
sailor 
in the Amphibious Force, on an L.S.T. . . . he’s dead!

1030
Ship next to us just blew up, believed to have hit a mine.

1100
Our battle wagons still firing.

1315
The news from London said there are 4,000 ships in the 
invasion.  We are patrolling the beach.  A lot of paratroops are 
landing.

1324
Liberators bombing the beach.  We are firing again.  NEVADA 
and QUINCY are firing inland.  Large forces of C47’s are going 
over head.

2119
Still patrolling the beach.  There is a lot of A.A. fire from the 
beach.  Many of our planes are being shot down.  Sky is red 
from guns and bombs.

2400
End of “D” day.

June 7, 1944

0350
A glider bomb just missed us.  A lot of German planes are 
overhead.  Report just came in that German E. boats are 
attacking . .  . We go out to look for them.

0630
One of our transport planes just crashed near us.  Four men 
got out.

0830
Report just came in that the U.S.S. FITCH was sunk last night.  
New report, U.S.S. FITCH
 wasn’t sunk, just badly hit.

2010
U.S.S. JEFFERS reported hit in aft engine room.  She was in 
our former position.

2045
JEFFERS still afloat but has holes below the water line.  I know 
a lot of guys aboard her.

2345
Out looking for Nazi E. boats again.  Just picked up two 
survivors from a P.T. Boat that hit a mine.

June 8, 1944


0210
Rockets being fired at us . . . so far we’ve been lucky.

0212
U.S.S. MEREDITH just reported hit by an aerial torpedo.

0215
We are trying to lay a smoke screen over the other ships now 
but we are having trouble.  Something is wrong . . . fire is 
coming out of both stacks.  The fire is shooting ten feet in the 
air.  Enemy bombers over head . . . looks bad.  I’ve got my 
phones half off and my life jacket tightened up . . . may have to 
go over the side.   Whew!  They got the fire out now.  The 
U.S.S. MEREDITH is sinking.  We are going to take on 
survivors.  From where I am I can see her pretty plain.  She’s 
leaning to starboard badly.  We are going to try and lay a 
smoke screen for her.  All hell just broke loose . . . fire is 
coming out of our stacks again.  Enemy planes coming in on 
us.  We are firing at them with everything we’ve got.  Bombs 
are dropping close.  Almost feel the spray from them.  Fire is 
put out again, so the bombers can’t see us.  For a little while 
there 
I could see myself in the water hoping to get picked up.

0245
Gosh it doesn’t seem possible that all this could happen in 
such a short time.

0300
13 survivors brought aboard so far.   They say their ship was hit at #1 stack.  More survivors are being brought aboard.  Some of them are in pretty bad shape.  The MEREDITH was a new ship and for most of the guys on her this was their first trip . . . that sure is tough getting it on your first trip out.  The dam Germans are really raising hell with our destroyers.  That’s the only type ship they’ve sunk so far.

0345
We are going to put the survivors from the U.S.S. MEREDITH 
aboard a transport so they can get some medical care.  We 
have been under constant attack since about 0100.  No one 
has had any sleep.  We are all just about out on our feet.  I can 
hardly keep my eyes open.  Wish it would hurry up and get 
light so we could get some of our own planes for protection.  
I’ve had enough excitement in the past two hours to last me a 
life time.  Time is sure passing slow, seems like a year since I 
saw the sun.  Report just came in that the planes that attacked 
us were using glider bombs.  I could really go for a cup of hot 
mud right now.  They may be able to save the MEREDITH, sure 
hope so.

0402
The air raid is still continuing force.  Thank God it will be light 
soon.

0414
A ship just got hit by a bomb.  I can see a tin can laying a 
smoke screen around her.  The ship is a mass of flames.  
She’s sinking already.  My ears are sore from wearing these 
phones for so long a time.  There is a small boat coming along 
the side to transfer survivors of the MEREDITH to an L.S.T. 
which is a hospital ship.

0545
Our battle wagons and cruisers are still shelling the beach.  Air 
raid is over.

0610
Have a group of German planes coming from the West, so here 
we go again.

0700
Secured from G.Q.  No planes came our way.

0830
We just got word that the U.S.S. GLENNAN was hit.  She is 
down 
in the stern.  Can’t tell from here if she is sinking or not.  
She is in our squadron.  A couple of guys I went to firecontrol  

school with 
are aboard her. 

0900
One of our D.E.’s just hit a mine.  No report on damage yet.

1230
We are going in next to the beach to relive the 


U.S.S. GLENNAN which was hit.

1303
Just fired out first Salvo at Target #3.  Word just came in that 
our troops are advancing fast under the protection of our shell 
fire.  The German’s are starting to get our range with their 
shore batteries.  Shells are starting to get to close for comfort.  
We can hear them whistle now and believe me, every time we 
hear a shell whistle, we hit the deck head first.  That last shell 
was really close.  I could almost feel the spray from it.  We are 
getting underway at last.  Boy am I glad to get out of there.  
Our guns were firing so fast, that all the paint was boiled off 
the barrels.  They are spraying them now with salt water.  I 
think we hit an animation dump as I can see a huge cloud of 
black 
smoke rising from where we were shooting.  We fired 
over 600 rounds of ammunition in about 45 minutes and that is 
considered very fast for five inch guns.  Word just came 
through that our troops advanced over 400 yards by our fire 
alone.  The fire control party on the beach complimented us 
on our very accurate shooting.

1420
A lot of mines are exploding all around us . . . must have been 
set off by the concussion in the water created by German 
shells hitting the water around us but we are gradually getting 
out of their range.

1455
A “Spitfire” just crashed in the water.  We can see the pilot 
floating down in his parachute.

1456
A “P-51 Mustang” just crashed.  I didn’t see any pilot bailing 
out this time.

1530
We are now out on the outer screen again, about 10 miles from 
the beach.

1540
An Army pay chest was just fished out of the water.  We are 
hoping to go back to Plymouth, England for some more 
ammunition and fuel oil.

June 9, 1944

0035
We are having another air raid.  Just commenced firing at a 
plane coming in on us.  Bridge just reported German E. boats 
close by so we are shifting to surface targets.

0100
Enemy aircraft overhead again.


0145
Nazi E. boats got in by the beach.  We are waiting to fire 
on them if they get in range.  It’s quiet now for a while.  
Yesterday we heard a news broadcast which mentioned the 
fact that the U.S.S. HERNDON was the first ship into the 
beach.  It also told about two “tin cans” being sunk.  Hope the 
folks back home didn’t hear the broadcast because if they did 
they will most likely be worrying.  I wish they would have also 
said that the HERNDON was O.K.  Our war correspondent (his 
name is Tom Wolf, and he writes for the Associated Press) is 
taking down everything just as it happens.

0830
Two of our L.S.T.’s were sunk last night by a Nazi sub.  As if 
we haven’t enough to contend with they have to use “U” 
boats too.  I’ll be glad when this thing is all over with.

0845
We are leaving Maisy, France and going to England to refuel 
and take on ammunition.

2000
Pulled into Plymouth, England.  It seems good to see a beach 
that won’t be firing back at you all the time.

June 11, 1944

1900
Just arrived back in the harbor of Maisy, France.  We are on 
the outer screen tonight.

2130
An L.S.T. just hit a mine.  I can see her stern sinking.  I think 
they will be able to tow the rest of her into the beach.

2210
Back at General Quarters again.  I suppose this will be another 
one of those nights.  Pretty quiet so far, have hopes of getting 
some sleep for a change.

June 12, 1944

0145
General Quarters.  Word just came in that the U.S.S. NELSON 
got hit.  She is our squadron leader.  Don’t know how bad she 
is hit yet.

0230
We are standing by to eliminate a target.  I can barely see it 
from here.  Maybe a German “tin can”.  We are not more than 
1,000 yards from her.  Whew . . . bridge just reported that it 
was one of our own destroyers.

0415
Secured from General Quarters

0455
Planes bombing beach again.  The sky is filled with A.A. fire.  
Tugs just towed the U.S.S. Nelson by us.  She was hit in the 
stern.  She has her “fan tail” and mounts three and four blown 
off.  Is she ever a mess.

1100
The U.S.S. NEVADA is shelling inland again.  Just one week 
ago today we started the invasion of France.  It seems like a 
year ago instead on one week.  Between E. boat attacks, 
enemy aircraft, and mines, we are all out on our feet. Everyone   

           is jumpy and our nerves are all on edge.

2130
Bombs and fighter’s overhead.  Whew, they are ours returning 
from bombing the Germans.  We are screening for the U.S.S. 
NEVADA and our cruisers tonight.  Heavy A.A. fire all night, 
but it’s pretty quiet for us.

June 13, 1944

Our heavy ships are still shelling the beach.  Churchill and General Ike Eisenhower just went by us heading for the beach.  Spent another sleepless night with enemy planes overhead.

June 14, 1944

0100 
Just secured from General Quarters.  A lot of A.A. fire on the 
beach.  Everything quiet for us though, which doesn’t hurt my 
feelings any.  Everyone is showing effect from lack of sleep, 
no one gives a dam what happens anymore.

2230
Enemy aircraft coming in from the East.  They stayed away 
from us for a change.

June 15, 1944

0115
Secured from General Quarters.  E boats and enemy aircraft in 
area.

0230
Enemy aircraft overhead.  They are dropping mines and 
floating flares.  There is very heavy A.A. fire coming from the 
beach.  I saw four planes go down in flames. (German)

2300
General Quarters.  Enemy planes overhead again.  No sleep 
tonight for me.  Wish those Germans would take a vacation for 
a night or two.

June 16, 1944

0300
Secure from General Quarters at last.

0400
General Quarters.  Here we go again.  If I don’t get some shut 
eye pretty soon, I’ll forget how to sleep.  Everything is quiet 
now except for heavy A.A. fire from the beach.  We are going 
to leave here in a few days.  

________________________________________________________________
That’s just about the end of the “Invasion of France”.  I was happy to have been able to participate in it.  We are going to Belfast for some rest and recreation.  Hope we go home.

We had a good time in Ireland but we are not going home.  We are heading for the “Med”.  As everyone knows we invaded Southern France on July 15, 1944.

I took down notes whenever I had a chance and later got the exact time of each event from the IC” room logs.  My watch station was pointer in the main batter director.  My night battle station was the big search light and my day station was fire control repair on the main deck and back-up Pointer in the director.
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James E. Clermont FC 3/C

Aboard the U.S.S. HERNDON (D.D. 638)

The times were recorded from the 1C room people.
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esfroyer Fire

TELEGRAM, WEDNESDAY, FUNE 14, 1944, }i

"Opens Army's Path

'That's "}‘hg"mosf ;Eea?‘fiful f?r{ing:l. eversawl" 3

“Navy: “Roger.,” (The Herndon's " Navy: ““We've got to slaw down
five-inch guns eépen’ with" salvos. to 30-seeond intervals:” - N
every five seconds.) ... - . - v - Army: “Slow down if ‘you've got.
JArmy: “Keep £ up. “Thaf's the{to, but keep firing. You haven't|
most beautiful firing I .ever saw.” ‘wasted a single shot.” . : ;
‘Reading between the words of] Ty 'speaker {5 so winded he!
the army observer’s voice, the can hardly ‘talk.~ “We know that |
Herndon’s crew..can hear the aD-iour troops must be moving up|
‘Preciation o!{’the&msg whose lives]ggst - After “'abotit "an .hour: of !
they, are saving, B h A e e shohoting there'sia pause. i
* The.ship ‘and crew ‘are doing| Navy: “How .& you making|
their job perfectly. -Ens. Harold outl Lk e T
Carlstead of Chicago -puts info Army:*It’s plenfy damn warm,!
words . what .each of. ‘these ex-1but 'we're .making out iine, thanks,
hausted men fésis: “This"is better]|to you. ~Hold on & minute, ) We;
than sleeping.” aiiy, i . 3

© "By TOM 'WOLF, . :. {
NEA Staff Correspondenf,
ABOARD THE U, 8. S. HERN-
®ON, June 14.— They call her
ucky Herndon. This is the de-
piroyer which led the Allied ngval
®rmada in the assault on Fortress
@urope. Such were the risks that
per sister ships were Petting 10
0 1 against the’Hemdon’s coming |

¢l have just left the Lucky Hern-
Bon at the-British port where she
= reolenishing her ammunition.
Bne’s as good as she ever was—
Bave for the loss of some paint.

"

e e

‘may need you again.”

at was blistered from her gun,

parrels, which became red hot as

B0y spat withering fire -on the
ores of Normandy in support of

Bimerican troops.

§. Some details can now be told

Ebout the magnificent way the

Brmy and navy have co-operated

Navy: “We see bursts near the
shore. ' .Are we endangering our
own iroops?” : = .

Army: “No, no, we're moving up.
We've got them on the run. Raise
your fire 100 and give us another

b

minute rapid fire.”

§o make the beachhead stick.| The Herndon's guns camply.
THere, then, is the story of one bat. | NOw the Herndon has, been firing
? for some time and

@:6—a play-by-play description as
P came over the ship-to-shore
pdio: &

¢ The Herndon is standing g eou-
e of miles off shore. The past
@255 and nights have been tough
@nd the officers and men are
$icepless to the point of exhaus-
on. - e o
. - Ammaunition 'Getting Low. '
& On the shore, well inland, there's
Bnother group of sleepless men,
~hey call the Herndon;
& Army: “Position zero zero is
Jiving us lots of-trouble. We've
Bot to take it. Can you give us

tion is getting low.

our fire.”

Army: “Can you givé us 15-sec- | -
ond intervals? Now that we've got
you zeroed in there we'd hate to
lost you. We've absolutely got to
have you,”

fire at 15-second

Go to iti”

her ammuni-

. Navy: “We've got to slof#-up

we're resuming
intervals.”
Army: “Good boy! Good boy!

Navy: “Okay,

-
Navy: “Is our fire effective?"

.Ihere {s.a shers pause, . i

Army: “It certainly is.” ‘ Pl
<o BT

L Over 'other fadio circuits in the]
Herndon’s, radio room the crew |
tan hear other ship-to-shore con- |
versations—=the army calling for|

i
i

ire and-the havy obliging, .. 1
Shore Batieries Find Range. |
Suddenly from the bridge comes |
€ message:. ‘“Splash at zero four
five degree relative at 600 yards.”" !
The Herndon's fire is evidently i
bothering the -Germans Ahadly.;‘.
Splash means the.shore batteries|
are -fighting back. This does not{
Interrupt ‘the Herndon's fire. |
Finally -our ammunition is al-|
most gome. Splashes are coming
closer and closer. It's time for:
the Herndon to move. - \ |
Before the Herndon leaves, how-!
ever, she flashes co-ordinates of.
the target to two destroyers which
move up {o replace us. The army.
sends 8 final message of thanks &g
the Herndon's relief ships  take
over. . v
The erew is proud ‘of the |
an et e T R

e minute rapid fire?” .
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’u;:k Rides Aboard”fhe Hefﬁ‘déh
B ut Ccurage Rides with Her Too

?

: -By TOM WOLF, .
NEA Staff Correspondent.
2 ABOARD THE U, 8. S. HERN-
'N‘ “June 15.-<No ship was ever
finre  aptly nicknamed than the
fucky Hesndon. Her sister de-

Etroyers are convinced she leads
3 charmed life, ever since the
- ecent tempestubus days when she
Hed an invasion task force to the
‘:u. of Normandy — escaping
A"u cathed.
It looks almcst easy in retro-
ect. But it didn’t look easy when
She sailed for Bald-headed Row,
®s Lt. Dguglas “Chamberlin of
Beattle, Wash., tartly called her
position. It.was less than two
f¢ iles from shore.

. Her job was the elimination of
ve strong points commanding
Bihe landing heach. 8he was to
Bsteam -ahead of the rest of the
Peask force, close behind the mine-
rweepers,

e i e Gans -and -Gutst—

Known enemy weapons com-
gianding the Herndon's position

11-mch
ne of more than 150
|mm. That was.}f she reachéd the
position st fl. Between her and it
weré an unkmown quantity of ‘B-}

%

guns and nf

boats, destroyers, torpedo Planes,
glider bombs and mines. :

- A destroyer's safety is speed.
But the Herndon’s orders were for
very slow speed. Her weapons were
simply her gund. Guns—and the
guts of her officers and men. -

In retrospect, the first days and
nights of the invasion remain in
the minds of this crew as. dis>
jointed images of colar snd bnnr
flashes of action. -

M&gniﬁoent«l’!mning '“

The next impression  was of
magnificent planning. ‘When night
came the ships slipped silently
down the smooth sea highway—
its lanes searched only & few mo-
ments earlier by minesweepers
clearing the Channel ahead.

Then the #ction started. The
first ‘scenes belong to the Air
PForce—transpbris carrying para-
troaps roaring over the-Herndon
at. mast height. Buddenly the

el

g s ,

n
;ou.rs, until the doctor, Lt.
McPeck Cortland, N.

Y.
¥ The days seemed easier.
gh nes- that endlessly crisscrossed
e

Swas from shore batteries
inines. The Herndon came close
%o both. Once she had to fire her
Funs when anchored. Shells from
the shore battery less than two
miles away straddled her. A mine

-1

L]

.smyshed on the beaches, jarring

-{side " the territorial waters of

honm burst into ﬂa.me. Bombs

‘the Herndon ‘though she was still
‘miles away. &0

At dawn the flag went up on the
Herndon's masthead. She was in-

Prance. The 8tars and -8tripes
wera-flying over German-pccupied
territory.

Moments later spurts of flame
and a gigantic roar broke the ten-
sion. The Herndon shuddered a
her guns went into action.- The
first great danger had pedssed. Her
skipper, Comdr, Granville.A.
{|{Moore, i, Va., had sailed
her safely into position. Flashes of
angry flame were the prelude to
the shore batteries’ answering fire.
The Herndon’s crew was too busy
fighting back {o notice the splash.
Shells fell far and wide. One of
the ships near by waz lefs lucky.
She was hit repeatedly, settled at
the stern and went Jinder in shal-
low water., - :

All ‘through the next days and
nights the Herndon's luck held.
German planes droned right over

e ship—which held her antiair-

aft fire lest her tracer's glare|

eveal her position. With the ros.r

of an express train, bombs dropped |
b ‘few yards from ‘the. ship. The
phip | just astern of us was hit. = -

“Shere-Bat Batteries .Fira. -

* The Herndon sent a boat for the
ounded. The wardroom became
overcrowded surgery for three

John
Y., could

tch the wounded sufficiently for
ansfer to the hospital ship near

The

sky were ours. The danger now
and

blew up hardly 100 yirds in froat
of her bow, .

Yes, luck rode aboard the Her
don but skill and courage rods t
Herndon, too. =

}-\n-
e
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