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Pride Shines before the Rain at Showcase

As they finished their evening of playing and volunteering, two senior members of the Pride of
Herndon danced in the parking lot of their school--a place where they first arrived at seven a.m.
that morning.  In the drizzly dark, they twirled and laughed, released the energy that fueled a day
with over 155 Adult volunteers, 175 non HS students, 153 band members, and over 1,000 man
hours in the making and execution.
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Including The Pride, 25 schools participated in the competition, with some families committing to
an entire day of volunteering in this, the 19th year Herndon High School has participated in the
event.  The Pride of Herndon itself took the field, following such award winners as Riverside,
Thomas Jefferson, and Broad Run High School.  The Pride of Herndon's show, "Rain or Shine"
was appropriate for a day that went from cool and cloudy to rain at night's end.

Volunteers from Herndon ran everything from the concession stand to the ticket booth and the
volunteer room.  The involvement of parents and students alike is seminal to this annual event--
one of the largest outings for the band during the school year.  Senior parent Rhonda Reeves
Long explained the satisfaction she has gotten from being a parent volunteer throughout her son
Jacob's tenure with the band:

"Parents that show up like this to support their children reap rewards in sharing their children's
experiences with them."

A Word from a Volunteer

I arrived at Showcase right on time, and my partner-in-
crime was already up on how to run the credit card
machine.  We were short on five dollar bills, though, so
I went to sign in at the volunteer booth and beg for
some change from the other tables.  That's when I
learned:
  
Volunteers get nametags...and chili.
  
It was a slightly cloudy day, but not too hot, not too
cold, just right.  Deb Barton and I sold tickets, fielded questions, ate chili, sold more tickets,
fielded questions, ate more chili.
  
Did I mention there was chili?
  
I'm a little late-in-the-game as a parent volunteer.  When my kids were little, my husband was
the consummate class dad since he worked from home and I taught school.  It was a scheduling
thing, and, if I'm really honest, a hesitancy to spend my free time on a busman's holiday.  I
would take one personal day a year for each of my daughters to man a field trip.  He got all the
others...the Grace Arts...the Jamestown trip in fourth grade (okay, I got one of those, he got the
other...but MY trip had us adding Williamsburg to the mix and sitting on I-95 for that much
longer, all with NO CHEESE SHOP FROM COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG...not that I'm bitter or
anything.)  I was in charge of the after school transport and a fair amount of sitting around for
evening activities. 
  
But volunteering once my daughter got to high school?  Wasn't it time for her to do some of this
on her own?  Did she even want me there?  What did I have to offer anyway?
  
And then, I started signing up.  Why?  Because my Catholic school guilt kicked in, and it began
to seem unfair that everyone else was shouldering the load for a program that has, without a
doubt, been the absolute best part of my child's educational experience. 
  



I decided it was time to do my share...or at least one small part of my share.  In fact, there is no
way to repay Kathleen, all those truly dedicated members of the board, Rose Trapp...(oh, the
forms...and the uniforms...Rose...THANK YOU).  Rhonda and her trip organization and finagling. 
Bruce, Dee, the list of names goes on.  But here I was, on a Saturday afternoon, willing to spend
three hours with my friend Deb selling tickets, being a part of something fantastic.
  
And it is just that, something fantastic.  These parents, these kids, they have become my band
family.  That sounded corny the first time I heard it, "Band Family," but boy did I feel it in August
when my daughter sat on the edge of a dock so many states away having lost three friends and
needing to skype with, yes, members of the Pride of Herndon.  Her father, sister, and I, her
closest family, were there for her in person, but I remember looking through the screen door of
that house in Maine, finally hearing her laugh as she was wrapped in a blanket on the edge of
that dock, saying a prayer of thanks for her other family--her band family. 
  
Selling tickets at Showcase was the very least I could do.

That Showcase Saturday, Deb and I wrapped up our shift, and I handed her a CD I had in my
purse to lend her husband, Tim.  We both remarked about how the time had flown, and I looked
up at the clouds.  Now that I was out of the ticket booth, they were fully visible, at last, after a
period of hours. 
  
The truth is, that when you are with the right people, you can see forever.
  
Be a volunteer.  Be a part of that Pride. 
  
We have chili.

Rookie Camp Brings Record
Numbers of Freshmen, and
New Energy to The Pride

It starts at Homecoming, or, as the middle
schoolers call it, Eighth Grade Day.  Eighth
graders from all of our feeder middle schools sit
in the stands with high school band buddies and
enjoy treats from goody bags and secrets of the
Pride of Herndon
  
This past summer, 41 new freshmen and a total of 44 new marchers endured the August heat to
see that eighth grade promise fulfilled at band camp-an intensive one month series of practices,
spirit days, and, according to them, a good deal of fun. 
  
"I knew it was going to be fun, but marching band was even more fun than I thought it would be!
The upperclassmen are so helpful, funny and approachable, and I was quickly able to fit in with
the members of my section," said freshman Emily Cuttler, a euphonium player.  She was quick
to point out the physical demands of band camp on all marchers, but especially those new to the
sport.  And yes, all Pride members would agree, Marching Band is a sport.



 
"Band camp turned out to be a lot more of a workout than I expected. This could be because I
play a fairly large instrument, but I noticed that it requires a lot of physical strength and
persistence to be able to play and march at the same time," Cuttler said. 
 
Director Kathleen Jacoby is quick to point out the role that upperclassmen play in acclimating
these new marchers into The Pride.  Leadership's contributions include communication
throughout the year on a closed Facebook page for current band students and, in her words, "an
awesome FAQ for new members."
 
Freshmen quickly get into the family spirit that drives the Pride of Herndon as these same
upperclassmen lead them in sectionals.
 
"The sectionals help you learn the music together as a group, so you can memorize it more
easily on your own, and start putting it together with your unique drill. Band camp also gives you
time to get to know the members of your section, so you can feel more comfortable during the
season, and know that you have people to go to if you need help," Cuttler said. 
 
The freshman journey through band camp ended on September 3 when the Pride of Herndon
performed their parent show-the first full performance of "Rain or Shine." Under the lights first
time, these marchers were now full fledged participants in the 2015 season.
 
Emily Cuttler, one of these participants, had some culminating advice for the eighth graders
she'll play with during this year's Homecoming game.
 
"Make sure you keep a positive attitude about band, because though it is a lot of work, and a big
time commitment, it turns out to be more fun than you can imagine!"
 

The Pride Rocks Tag Day

Three years ago, it was during during the Delrecho.
 This year, it was more of a "soft day" with
ponchos under light showers.  In both cases, Pride
marchers rose to the occasion.

 For over fifteen years, the Pride of Herndon has
participated in a day of dressing up in uniforms and
participating in community outreach to raise funds
for the band.  Tag Day continues to be the most successful fundraising effort the band
participates in throughout the year.  With every marching band member and half as many
volunteers participating, this year continued the successful tradition.  Students gathered early in
the morning at one of eleven houses across the Herndon/Reston area with record fundraising
and a true bonding experience.  



Seniors Jacob Reeves and Aimee
Toner will be returning to the

Northeast Senior Regional Orchestra

Competition and Concert Schedule
           
October 24        Homecoming Parade & Game
October 31           VBODA   
November 11       Tag Day Concert 
November 12-14 SRO  
Dec. 5                 Herndon Tree Lighting  
Dec. 16               Winter Concert
 

Herndon Students Earn Spots in Senior Regional Orchestra

The Pride of Herndon will be well represented when the Northeast Regional Orchestra takes the
stage in November.  James Adams, Noah McKee, Jacob Reeves, Emma Rood, and Aimee
Toner claimed spots in the
ensemble, comprised of students from Fairfax, Arlington,
Alexandria, and surrounding private schools. 
 
Rood, a sophomore, will be leading her section as the
only harpist, and Toner took second chair in flute. For
Toner, this is her second year-in-a-row in SRO. She
communicated excitement about her repeat appearance in
the ensemble.

"All in all, I am honored to play such fantastic repertoire in
such a high level orchestra with many of my friends."
 
Senior Jacob Reeves will be participating for the third
year-in-a-row after receiving a third place ranking in
percussion.  His section mate, James Adams, received a
fourth place ranking and will be part of the orchestra for
the first time in this, his sophomore year.  String bassist
Noah McKee also garnered a spot as a sophomore. 
 
Reeves acknowledged the gratitude all of the students for the chance to play a challenging
program with an accomplished ensemble.
 
"SRO is such an awesome opportunity.  It gives so many people a chance to play some of the
most famous works! Getting to play with a full orchestra is always such a cool and different
feeling...I am excited to see what we can accomplish!"
 



The rehearsals and concert will be held at W.T. Woodson High School November 12-14 with
Daniel Myssyk from VCU conducting.  Herndon director Kathleen Jacoby expressed enthusiasm
about the continued success of students in the program.
 
"The students at Herndon continue to amaze me year after year.  Having three sophomores
make the ensemble is impressive in itself, but also having two students place at the top for two
years in a row is a true testament to their dedication and talent.  The whole music faculty at
HHS is really proud of what these kids have achieved."
 

Director's Message
 
Time and time again, the Herndon community
surprises me with another act of caring.  This
season we have experienced an incredible
amount of support from our school, our town,
our alumni members, and beyond.  People
regularly donate time, energy, and financial
support to help families in need.  This is what
defines the spirit of Herndon.  It is what makes
Herndon so special to so many of us.  I
continue to be grateful for the deep sense of
giving that runs through our program.  Thank you to all of you for upholding these traditions!

Kathleen Jacoby, Director
HHS Bands
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