
Eric Hirt Biography 

Eric Hirt began his volunteer career in 1998 when his son, Justin, joined the 
Pride of Hendon Band.  He started with the Pit crew.  If it had wheels on it, 
Eric drove it.  Although his son graduated in 2002 and his daughters Erica 
and Melinda didn’t start with the band until 2003, Eric continued to volunteer 
for the Pride of Herndon.  In addition to the Pit crew, Eric worked on or ran 
the Showcase of Bands fundraiser every year, and chaired various 
competitions at HHS like the Drumline competition and Middle School Band 
Festival.  He served as Vice President and President of the HHSBPA for 
several years, all the while driving trucks, loading instruments, and cooking 
at barbeques for students and parents.  He also created the web site for our 
Pride of Herndon Band.  He was awarded the Nancy Katz Award in 2007, and 
the Town of Herndon proclaimed June 17, 2005 as “Eric Hirt Day” for his 
valuable contributions to our band. 

Sadly, Eric passed away in October of 2008.  He was a caring, steady, and 
hard-working volunteer who did all he did because he cared so very much 
for the students.  Eric always had a smile on his face, and made hard work 
lots of fun.  His dedication made the Pride of Herndon Band a better place 
for students and parents alike.  We honor Eric for his service to our Band, 
and award this scholarship in his name. 


